Staphylococcal infections in PD: monitoring, screening and prevention.
Peritonitis and catheter infections remain a major complication of peritoneal dialysis, accounting for much of the morbidity associated with the technique. The most common source of infection is contamination with predominantly Gram positive skin flora, Staphylococcus (S) epidermidis and S. aureus. The aims of this study were, (a) to determine the incidence of S. aureus and S. epidermidis infections in the unit, (b) to examine whether treatment of S. aureus carriers may reduce the incidence of exit site infection and (c) to examine whether improving patient education may reduce S. epidermidis peritonitis rate.